
Conservation Areas

These are areas of ‘special architectural or historic 

interest’ which the council have named so they can 

be ‘preserved or enhanced’ (there are currently 26 

Conservation Areas in Leeds). Many are streets 

with buildings of a particular style and age, often 

with mature street trees and defined boundaries. 

Protecting existing trees and adding new ones 

contributes to retaining the special character of 

these areas, as does the retention of hedges and 

walls alongside the street as these relate to the style 

and period of the houses. The special character 

will be lost if front gardens and boundaries are 

removed. In Conservation Areas it is particularly 

important to retain the original hard landscaping 

materials and use a sympathetic style.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE 

SEE OUR GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

HERE:

https://tinyurl.com/3rdtrc8c

Conversely, the unappealing, uninviting 

environment where many front gardens in a street 

have been paved over can lead to unfriendly 

neighbourhoods. Design suggestions can be 

found in the link at the end of this leaflet, which 

encourages home owners that need to make 

space for cars in front of their homes to think of 

greener design solutions, where attractive planting 

and parking can be combined. There will also be a 

continued need for driveways as electric charging 

points increase over the coming years.

Park and garden! If you do decide that you need 

to park outside your house, there are still plenty of 

ways to keep the front garden green and reduce 

the impact paving has on the environment.

Many people are now growing vegetables in raised 

planters in their front gardens.

Alternatives to hard surfacing 

If you want to install more than 5 sqm of 

impermeable paving you need to apply for 

planning permission. There are alternatives to 

impermeable block paving, asphalt and concrete. 

Choose a permeable surface, which allows 

rainwater to soak away into the ground. These 

include:

• Permeable block paving (shaped with 

‘notches’ to aid water runoff)

• Porous poured surfaces (asphalt, resin-

bound gravel)

• Gravel (but avoid placing within 2metres of 

adjacent roads and pavements where loose 

stones can create a hazard)

Pave the minimum area necessary 

If you need to park a car in your front garden, you 

only need to pave an area big enough for the car. 

You could even just pave the wheel tracks. Even 

small areas left un-paved can be valuable planting 

sites. Plants in the ground are much easier to 

look after than plants in pots, as you won’t need 

to water them. Planted areas can also act as 

soakaways, allowing excess water to drain away 

during rainstorms. 

Plants like heather, thyme and sedum, are ideal 

for gravel gardens.  If you have limited space 

for plants, you can construct a pergola over the 

parking area and grow plants such as clematis and 

honeysuckle up it.
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Your front garden plays a variety of roles. It can be a place to play, to 

relax or to park your car. It also affects how your house and street look, 

provides a home for local wildlife and soaks up rainwater. More and more 

homeowners are paving over their front gardens to make space for cars 

and this can cause problems with drainage as well as loss of nature.

This new council design guide seeks to encourage homeowners to think 

differently about their front gardens and to park cars in a way which 

doesn’t make local flooding worse and which can also be good for the 

environment.

A reference copy is 

available in your local 

library or by email at

urban.design@leeds.gov.uk

It is also available on 

the council website 

https://tinyurl.com/3rdtrc8c

A leaflet summarising 

the guide is also 

available through the 

links above


