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BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL     6/2025-26 
 
MINUTES of a MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
held on Monday 6th October 2025 at 7pm in Scholes Sports Pavilion. 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Kinga Ragg (Chair)    
 Councillors Karen Dales 

Brian Foxcroft 
Paul Remmer 
Paul Walsh 

Phil Maude 

 
In attendance: Five residents and the Clerk. 
 

1 ELECTION OF A CHAIR FOR THE MEETING. 
In the absence of both the Chair and the Vice-Chair, it was resolved the Cllr. Ragg chair the meeting. 
 
2 APOLOGIES. 
There were apologies from Cllrs. Shoesmith and S. Walsh. 
 
3.        PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 
Two residents raised concerns about inconsiderate parking on Station Road from the school up to 
Rakehill Road including parking near Osman House. They were also concerned that vehicles parked 
on the grass verges. This was forcing vehicles to drive down the centre of the road and was having an 
adverse effect on passengers boarding or disembarking from the buses. In most cases, people had 
drives or garages. There were no yellow lines. It was agreed to put an appeal in the next newsletter, 
and they were advised to contact their Ward Councillors about this and were advised that extra weight 
is given to complaints where others have complained about the same issue. 

 
4 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST. 
Cllr. Dales regarding approval of payments relating to grass cutting (item 9.1) and Cllr. Maude 
regarding increase in Sports Club rents (being part of an organisation which hires Barwick Cricket 
Pavilion on a regular basis, item 7.4 refers). 

 
5 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING. 
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council (PC), 5/2025-26, held on 1st 

September 2025 (860-864) having been circulated, be approved and that the Cllr. Foxcroft (as one of 
those in attendance at that meeting) be authorised to sign. 

 
6 ACTION TRACKER. 
The Action Tracker had been circulated to all and progress on the items listed was noted.  

a. Barwick Playground proposals (A1). An onsite meeting with Vicky Nunns of Leeds City council 
(LCC) had been arranged for 10th October at 10am. 

b. Barclays Bank Mandate Change (A72). All forms to have former Cllr. Hayton removed as a 
signatory had been submitted (3rd September) but no formal confirmation had been received 
from the bank, the Clerk would pursue this. 

c. Proposals to buy Scholes Allotments (A41). This was now in the hands of the Solicitors. There 
had been a communication from the representative of Gilpin’s (farmer) regarding rights of 
access along the track. 

d. Repair of goal posts for Jack Heaps Field (A46). A local resident working in Rotherham had 
collected the necessary parts from the supplier in Sheffield. The goals would be reassembled 
early in  November (after the fair had been). 

e. Proposals for developments in Scholes (A95). A meeting with representatives from LCC and 
Ward Councillors had taken place on 8th September 2025 and this had led to the finalisation of 
the report. LCC were assessing submissions for further sites and would notify the PC of these 
additional sites. They would also notify the PC when they had completed their green belt study. 

f. Hall Tower Field.  Cllr. Foxcroft would carry out the repairs the following week. 
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g. Request by Tennis Club to have a sign at the entrance to Jack Heaps Field (A109). Tennis 
Club had been asked what size their proposed sign would be, a reply was awaited. 

h. Offer by Leeds City Council to borrow a speed indicator device (A110). The value of doing this 
was questioned. Those using the speed indicator device were likely to receive verbal abuse 
from motorists and any data collected would not result in any prosecutions as it was not legally 
enforceable and there was no proof of who was driving. If it was done as a PC activity, then 
appropriate risk assessments would need to be carried out. An alternative would be to open 
this offer to the wider community to do as volunteers. The Police had been carrying out speed 
checks on Leeds Road reducing the need for the PC to carry out its own checks. It was 
resolved to decline the offer. 

i. PC response to a communication regarding the future of Scholes Village Hall & the Leeds 
Local Plan (A111). The suggested response from Cllr. S. Walsh was still awaited. 

j. Thank you gifts for members of the newsletter delivery team (A112). The Clerk was on the 
lookout for special offers in the supermarkets. 

k. Leeds Local Plan Consultation 2025. A formal PC response to this consultation was submitted 
in time for the deadline. This had resulted in an email from a resident who had questioned the 
legality of the PC response. Cllr. Maude had met the lady that morning, and indicated that she 
was willing to work with the PC Going forward. Cllr. Maude had drafted a written response to 
the email to be sent from the PC explaining that the PC response to the consultation was 
lawful.., This would be copied to Martin Elliott (Head of Strategic Planning and LCC) as he had 
been included in the email from the resident and would need to be aware that the PC had 
responded accordingly. 

 
7 OTHER ITEMS 

 
7.1 Christmas Trees. 

At its last meeting, the Finance and General Purposes (F&GP) Committee had agreed 
to four hanging Christmas Trees at £88 each which would be paid for out of the 
Christmas Lights budget left over once the cost of the strings in the trees had been 
taken out (i.e. £356). However, the supplier had failed to mention a £250 fee for 
installation and removal which left very little for the trees themselves. Two residents 
were in attendance representing the Beer Festival. Poor weather on the day of the 
Festival had reduced their takings. It was resolved to stick to strings-only for the 2025 
provision. There would be an agenda item in the second quarter of 2026 to consider 
options for additional lights and ways to get residents to consider sponsorship. 

  
7.2 Recommendation of the F&GP Committee that the Information Technology 

Policy proposed by that Committee be adopted by the PC. 
The F&GP Committee had considered a draft Information Technology Policy which 
was now a requirement of the Practitioner’s Guide and recommended acceptance by 
the PC. Aspects of the Policy suggested it applied to Councillor’s personal devices 
which was a cause for concern where the owner shared the usage of the device with 
another family member. Advice would be sought from the Yorkshire Local Councils 
Associations (YLCA) about this. It was agreed to defer this agenda item to the 
November meeting to give Councillors more time to consider this and to consider any 
advice from the YLCA received in the meantime. 
 

7.3 Terms of Reference of the F&GP Committee. 
The Terms of Reference of the F&GP Committee require that the PC be advised of 
any changes. The PC noted the changes accordingly (i.e. the review of the Terms of 
Reference would now be biannual).  
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7.4 Sports club rents for 2026-27. 
A comparison of the various lease agreements had been circulated. Barwick Bowling 
Club, Cricket Club and Tennis Club rents could only be increased once every three 
years (the last increase was in 2022) and the PC had to give three months’ notice of 
any increase (due 1st April). There was no such requirement in the leases of Scholes 
Bowling Club, Scholes Cricket Club or Scholes 1st Scouts. The rent for Barwick 
Village Hall could only be increased once every three years (the three months’ notice 
was not required). Therefore, it was resolved to increase the rents of the three 
Barwick clubs by £30 to £130, to increase the Scholes Club rents by £10 to £115 and 
the ground rent for Barwick Village Hall from £5 to £115 (as this had never been 
increased since the Village Hall was completed in September 1972). There would be 
future agenda items to increase the rents of the Scholes clubs each year so that they 
aligned with those of the Barwick clubs by April 2029. 

  
7.5 Repairs to Hall Tower and consideration of ways to safeguard the site in future. 

Repairs were in hand (see item 6f above). It was noted that children had built a den in 
the ditch, fires had been lit and children were taking their bicycles up the hill. In 
addition, there was now new damage done due to cycle tracks being dug. These were 
considerably deeper than any superficial damage caused by a bicycle going over wet 
grass. It was resolved, with deep regret, to ban bicycles from Hall Tower field (there 
was one abstention). A local resident whose back garden adjoined the field would be 
asked if he was willing to use his closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras to identify 
anyone riding bicycles after appropriate notices had been posted. The Clerk would 
email him and Cllr. Foxcroft would make a personal visit. The Clerk would order signs 
to say that bicycles were prohibited and to warn people that CCTV was in operation.  
An article would go into the next newsletter and the website would be updated 
accordingly. The ban would be reviewed in six-month’s time. The broken fence would 
be reported to the Police. A similar ban would be considered for Scholes Lodge Field. 
 

7.6 Consultation on proposals for inclusive access into Scholes Lodge Field. 
This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

 

  
7.7 PC response to the proposed closure of Scholes surgery. 

Cllr Maude drew attention to the proposal to close the surgery at Scholes.  
It was resolved “The Parish Council is very concerned to learn about the proposed 
closure of Scholes Surgery and the loss of the dispensary and will work with Ward 
Councillors and the Integrated Care Board to retain and secure this facility in the 
village”. 
  

7.8 Business Continuity Plan. 
It was noted that when the Clerk was on annual leave, Councillors did not have the 
contact details of all contractors (e.g. grass cutters). The Clerk would compile a full list 
and there would be an agenda item at the next meeting to consider this further. The 
list of anticipated payments gave details of the contractors for some of the invoices 
due for payment, but this was not consistent. 

  
7.9 Reports of meetings/training attended. 

On 21st September (the United Nations International Day of Peace), Cllr. S. Walsh 
attended an event in Scholes Manor House as part of the Peace Flame project. 

  
7.10 Safeguarding report. 

There was nothing new to report since the previous meeting. 
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7.11 Risk assessments. 
It was noted that the monthly risk assessments of the Scholes outdoor gym 
equipment and multi-use games area (MUGA) had been carried out. Cllr. P. Walsh 
was inspecting Barwick playground and would increase this to a monthly check. Cllr. 
Remmer would send him the document he used for the outdoor gym equipment and 
MUGA as a template. The play car was still there. A breakdown in communication 
between LCC and the PC had caused unnecessary alarm after LCC had removed the 
swings for safety reasons (the lack of notification giving the impression that these had 
been stolen). See also item 7.5 (further damage to Hall Tower Field). 

 
8  PLANNING MATTERS  
An application for a new dwelling on land between 59 And 61 Main Street, Scholes (reference 
25/05177/FU) was considered. It was in the conservation area. The gable end of what was proposed 
was at right angles to the gable end of the other properties in this area and therefore was not 
consistent with the street scene. It would result in more street parking close to a bad bend in the road 
(as there was no provision for parking within the curtilage of the property). Although the need to tidy 
up what was essentially a brown field site was noted, it was nevertheless resolved to object to this 
application for the reasons stated above. 
 
It was resolved to raise no objections to an application for the Fox and Grapes public house in 
Kiddal. 

 
9 FINANCES 

 
9.1 Approval of invoices and payments made or to be made for October 2025. 

 

• The RFO had circulated a bank reconciliation and a list of anticipated 
payments showing anticipated manual payments for October and anticipated 
automated payments for November. The report included payments made on 
the PC credit card. An additional payment to Cllr. Foxcroft was added to the 
list being materials for repairs to be done on Hall Tower Field. 
 

• It was resolved to approve these payments. 
 

• Automated payments due in October had been approved at the September 
meeting. 
 

• Contractual payments such as the Clerk’s salary were not included in the list 
of anticipated payments. 

 
9.2 External Auditor. 

It was noted that the External Auditor had completed their checks and that the Notice 
of Conclusion of Audit and Right to Inspect has been displayed on the website and in 
the notice boards with effect from 19th September 2025. 

 
10    CRIME REPORT 
The Police and Communities Together (PACT) report had been sent out. There had been a significant 
increase in crime in August, in particular drug offences. This was due to the music Festival in 
Bramham Park. Although these crimes were within the boundaries of the Festival, a large part of the 
Park was within the boundary of the PC and as such, crimes committed at the Festival were included 
in the crime figures for the Parish as a whole. Burglaries were down. Concern was expressed 
concerning motorbikes doing wheelies in Scholes. 

 
 
 



  

869    Initials 

11 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Date Time Meeting Venue 

3rd November 2025 7pm Parish Council meeting The Miner’s Institute, 
Barwick in Elmet 

13rd October 2025 7pm Finance and General Purposes 
Committee 

Scholes Sports Pavilion 

Note: This is a week earlier than previously advertised. 

27th October 2025 7:30pm Playing Fields Committee meeting The Miner’s Institute, 
Barwick in Elmet 

 
Note: The wording of agenda items to be submitted in writing to the Proper Officer at least ten clear 
days before a meeting. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:05pm. 

 
Signed       

 
 
 

 
3 November 2025 


